Make your own scale model of Historic 


FORT WAYNE, INDIANA 


The complete fort — all the 
buildings, all the excitement — 
to relive the days of the Old 
Northwest Territory. 


It’s all here, and it’s all easy to 
assemble. All you need are 
scissors, glue and arazor blade. 


Bonus: 


A booklet you can save with stories of the 
people and the buildings of Fort Wayne the 
way they were 160 years ago! 


SCALE: % inch = 1 foot. You can find all 
kind of H-O Guage kits to fit in with your fort 
— trees, pioneers, soldiers, indians. Check 
your favorite model or hobby shop. 


Entire contents ©1976 D. K. Hockensmith 
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Major John Whistler’s drawing of Fort Wayne, 1816. 
Courtesy Library of Congress 


Fort Wayne 
1815~1819 


By Brian Leigh Dunnigan 
 — io 
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Although the junction of the St. Marys, St. Joseph and 
Gg Maumee Rivers had long been recognized as a strategic 


location by the armies of France, Britain and the United 
States, it was not until 1794 that an American fort was 
established there. Begun under the direction of General 
Anthony Wayne, whose name was given to the post, it 
proclaimed American dominance over the Old Nothwest 
Territory. 


Wayne’s wooden fort deteriorated quickly, however, and 
was replaced by 1800 with a newer structure. The second 
Fort Wayne withstood an Indian siege in 1812 and served as 
a vital American base during the War of 1812. By 1815 
however, it too was in a state of disrepair. 


The United States government felt that the Fort Wayne 
site was too important to be poorly fortified, so they in- 
structed Major John Whistler to rebuild the post. Whistler 
was well suited to the task. A veteran officer, he had con- 
structed Fort Dearborn at the site of Chicago in 1803 and 
had assisted in the rebuilding of Fort Wayne about 1800. 
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Whistler’s fort was constructed between the late summer of 1815 and June, 
1816. It was a sophisticated fortification for the time and could be comforta- 
bly defended by one company of soldiers. Major Whistler’s innovations 
helped to make it perhaps the most sophisticated purely wooden fort in 
America. 


Despite its excellence of design and construction, the rapid westward move- 
ment of the frontier caused it to be abandoned in1819. It was the last frontier 
military post in what is now the state of Indiana. The last building was torn 
down in 1852. 


Major Whistler’s fort has been reconstructed and is now open as Historic 
Fort Wayne. Exhibits on Fort Wayne’s colorful history and authentically 
costumed personnel who demonstrate frontier military life as it was lived in 
1816 combine to give visitors a unique look at the early history of Indiana and 
the Old Northwest. 


Blockhouse & Walls 


Fort Wayne’s most important defenses were the two “Blockhouses.” The 
name came from the fact that they looked like a child’s wooden block placed 
on top of asmaller block. Every part of the walls could be covered from these 
two buildings. But if an enemy managed to reach the sides of the fort despite 
all the defenders’ efforts, the floors of the overhanging second story were 
supplied with loop-holes to fire down on anyone below. 


The first story of each blockhouse had loopholes for muskets and ports for 
cannons placed very high so the enemy outside could not use them to fire 
inside. Two small howitzers which fired a 234’’ bombshell were in the first 
floor along with a six pound cannon in the second floor of each blockhouse. 


Perched on top of each building was a large box, called a “cubile” by Major 
Whistler. Since the roofs of the blockhouses were exposed to fire arrows, the 
cubiles allowed Fort Wayne’s soldiers to safely douse a fire with buckets of 
water. 


The “stockade” between the blockhouses and the other buildings was about 
twelve feet high and made of tightly fitted timbers set upright in the ground. 
Major Whistler reported that the outside of the walls was “hewed straight as 
a brick wall.” 


The outer picket “palisade” was only five feet high. The logs were set into the 
ground with gaps between. It made a barrier for the enemy, but fire from the 
blockhouses could still pass through the walls so it offered no shelter for the 
attackers. 


Fort Wayne from the 
Maumee River 1828. 
Picture courtesy Li- 
brary of Congress 
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Major Whistler, as commanding officer, rated the most spacious quarters in 
the fort. Although Whistler, who was sixty years old in 1816, was the father of 
fifteen children, most of them were either married or serving in the Army. 
Many of his sons had distinguished military careers, and one of them, George 
Washington Whistler, was a civil and military engineer of merit who helped 
design early Russian railway lines. George’s son, James McNeil Whistler, 
was the famous artist and creator of the painting “Whistler’s Mother.” 


As a result of the scattering of his children, Major Whistler lived with only 
his daughter Harriet for a companion. His wife, Ann, had died in 1814 just 
before Whistler’s arrival in Fort Wayne. Another of his daughters, Eliza, 
was married to Lieutenant Curtis and lived across the parade ground in the 
Ofiicers’ Quarters. 


The Commanding Officer’s Quarters was more than just a residence, how- 
ever. It also served as the headquarters of the fort and was the location of all 
court martials. Courts were formed from the officers present, and were 
attended by orderlies and a drummer. The prisoner faced the court while 
charges were read and witnesses heard. There was no jury, and the decision 
of guilt or innocence lay with the officers. Punishments were usually ad- 
ministered at roll call in front of the assembled garrison. 


Like the Enlisted Men’s Barracks, Officers’ Quarters and Hospital Barracks, 
the Commanding Officer’s Quarters formed part of the fort wall. 
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Officers’ Barracks 


Somewhat larger than the Commanding Officer’s Barracks, this building 
sheltered the junior officers of the garrison. In the summer of 1816 however, 
only Lieutenant Daniel Curtis lived here. Lieutenant Curtis shared his 
quarters with his wife, Eliza, who was a daughter of Major Whistler, the post 
commandant and builder of the fort. Curtis, like many of his fellow married 
officers, kept his wife with him, even in the most isolated of military posts. 
The enlisted men also brought wives to the frontier, but the officers’ wives 
were the “High Society” of the post. 


Unmarried junior officers were ordered by regulation to live two to a room in 
Fort Wayne, but they probably did not follow that regulation since there was 
plenty of spare room. 


Privies 
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In the days before modern plumbing, the only toilets were small sheds built 
over pits dug in the ground. Major John Whistler, the designer of the fort was 
concerned with his men’s health and had deep privies dug inside the fort. In 
the earlier Fort Waynes, the privies had been located outside the walls. 
When the garrison was besieged, as it was in 1812, the lack of protected 
sanitary facilities could have led to the rapid spread of disease. 


In the southwest corner of the fort were two privies, one for the enlisted men 
and one for the junior officers. The Commanding Officer’s privy stood in the 
northeast corner. Picket fences screened the privies from the parade ground. 


The last remaining building of the fort was in 
ruins when it was torn down in 1852. Change 
happened fast in early Fort Wayne. We’ve even 
forgotten the names of our fellow citizens in 
this Daguerreotype from the Allen County- 
Fort Wayne Historical Society. 


This building, the largest in the fort, was home to the enlisted men of the 
garrison. As many as 90 soldiers, plus a few women and children lived in the 
barracks at times, under very crowded conditions. 


The main entrance actually passed through this building, and the opening 
was protected by two pair of heavy gates. The first room to the left of the 
gateway was the guardroom where a squad of armed soldiers were always 
prepared to repluse a sudden attack. Prisoners were also confined there. 
Hight to twelve men formed the “guard” who were stationed there. 


The remaining seven rooms housed the total complement of enlisted men. 
Each squad room was home to about twelve men who slept in double or triple 
decked bunks. 


Many problems arose due to the crowded conditions, and the resulting 
tensions often erupted into fights or riots among the soldiers. The rations of 
whiskey issued by the Army only made matters worse, and many soldiers 
were punished again and again for fighting and drunkenness. 


The crowded conditions of the barracks rooms were one reason for the porch 
which ran along the second floor. This covered “gallery” allowed the soldiers 
to clean their dirty weapons outside and help keep their quarters un- 
cluttered. 


Like the three other main buildings of Fort Wayne, the outside walls of the 
barracks formed part of the defensive wall of the fort. The only openings on 
this side were loopholes on the third floor from which the garrison could fire 
at any attackers. The eight-inch thick log walls of the building protected 
them from any return fire. 


The sloping “shed” roof was another important feature. Indian attackers 
often employed flaming arrows which could quickly set a dry, shingle roof 
ablaze. Since the roof sloped only toward the parade ground, fire arrows 
could not be shot directly onto the roof. 
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Although called the “Hospital,” only one of the four rooms of this building 
actually served that purpose. This was the north room on the second floor. 
The other three rooms served as kitchens and storage. 


The hospital had facilities to allow the care of six men, probably only those 
who were badly injured or sick with contagious diseases. Military surgeons 
were hard pressed to keep their men healthy, and the causes of diseases were 
poorly known. Reports from Fort Wayne show such diseases as “Bilious 
Feaver,” dysentery and pleurisy as causes of death. One man even died of a 
sore throat! 


Medical instruments were relatively few and crude. Those available at Fort 
Wayne in 1815 were: 

1 set trepaning instruments (for crude brain surgery) 

4 thumb lancets (for drawing blood) 


1 set amputating instruments 1 pocket trepaning instrument 

2 tooth drawers 1 flexible catheter 

1 apothecary scale 2 tourniquets 

1 spring lancet 1 marble mortar and pestle 

3 large pewter syringes 2 boxes of splints for fractures 


15 small pewter and ivory syringes 


Liquor was the only common anesthetic and some fifty different herbs of 
varying usefulness were available to treat diseases. 


The garrison kitchen was located below the hospital, and here the soldiers’ 
food was prepared. The men’s rations of meat were usually combined with 
vegetables from the fort gardens to make stew. 


“Put into the vessel at the rate of five pints of water to a pound of 
fresh meat; apply a quick heat to make it boil promptly. Skim off the 
foam, and then moderate the fire. Salt is then put in, according to the 
palate. Add the vegetables of the season one or two hours, and sliced 
bread some minutes before the simmering is ended. When the broth 
is sensibly reduced in quantity, that is, after five or six hours’ 
cooking, the process will be complete.” 


Powder Magazine 


This building was used exclusively for the storage of explosives — bulk 
gunpowder — as well as prepared cartridges for muskets and cannon. 


Major Whistler had originally intended to construct the magazine of brick, 

but the shortage of that material and the need for a safe place for ammuni- | 
tion forced him to build a log structure. The magazine was constructed as a 
building within a building. The space between the two sets of walls was filled | 
with earth and the roof was covered with sod in order to deaden the effects of | 
an accidental explosion. Although a temporary structure, it was never re- 

placed before the fort was abandoned in 1819. 


Storage Shed | 


The Army provided only the basic needs of its men, and according to 1816 


Regulations the daily food ration was: 
1% pounds of beef or %4 pound of pork 


18 ounces of bread or flour 
1 gill (about % pint) of rum, whiskey or brandy 


In addition, for every one hundred rations, the following commodities were 


issued: 
2 quarts of salt 
4 quarts of vinegar 
4 pounds of soap 
1% pounds of candles 


Much of this was kept under lock and key in the storehouse, but the building 
was too small to hold all the provisions, so the attics of the four main 
buildings were probably employed for this purpose. In March, 1815, the 
storehouse inventory showed: 
49,908 rations of meat 
' 87 barrels of flour 
55 barrels of whiskey 
20 barrels of salt 
60 pounds of candles 
no soap or vinegar 
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Fold forward and 
+— attach to“H”on 
Blockhouse No. 2 


Fold back 


Fold down 


Fold foward and 
+— attach to“G’on 
Soldier's Barracks 


Align “X’s’ when 
assembling 
Fold down and 
attach 


x Cubile here 
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Color Fort Wayne's flag. Stripes alternate 

red and white-beginning with red. Background 
of stars is blue. Make a flagpole from a small 
dowel 7” long. Glue flag to dowel. Glue dowel 
upright in small circle on Parade Ground. 
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Attach second story 
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Align “X’s” when assembling 
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Fold back and attach to side wall 


Fold back and attach to side wall 


See GA for chimney instructions 
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Fold down and attach to back wall 


Fold back and attach 
to front wall 
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Fold down and attach roof here 
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QA Assemble chimneys last 


See @A for chimney instructions 


Fold down and attach roof here 
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Assemble steps. Place one in 
front of each door. 
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See (A for chimney instructions 
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Attach balcony here 


Fold back and attach to side wall 
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Fold down and attach roof here Fold down and attach roof here 
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Overlap ground plan pages to make complete layout of fort 
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